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- November 23, 2009

VIA HAND DELIVERY

The Honorable Tony Avella
Chair of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises
New York City Council
250 Broadway
~ New York, NY 10007

Re: 15 William Street, New York, New York
ULURP No. N 090293 ZRM

Dear Chair Avella:

We are counsel to the owner of the building known as 15 William Street. We submit this letter
in support of our request that the Council modify the subject City Planning Commission text
amendment to the Zoning Resolution (the “Text Amendment™) so that it would allow a 10 foot
curb cut to an as of right 65 space accessory garage to be widened to 20 feet (the “Widening?).

We believe the Widening would address the safety concemn expressed in CPC’s report (the
“Report”) that the 10 foot width curb cut “has the potential to create vehicular and pedestrian
conflicts”. Despite this concern, CPC did not allow the Widening because it concluded that the
Widening would “further compromise the streetscape and erode the primacy of pedestrians over
vehicular traffic on the sidewalk”. Enclosed are photographs and drawings of the relevant
portions of Beaver Street (15 William also has frontage on Beaver Street) to which we have
added yellow and blue markings, which show, respectively (i) the Widening and the adjacent
portion of the sidewalk which would not be level because of the curb cut and (i) the pedestrian
path (the Report states the pedestrian path cannot include sidewalk grates).

We believe the photographs and drawings show CPC’s concern that the Widening would
adversely affect pedestrians is misplaced and we request the Council modify the Text

Amendment to allow the Widening and thereby address the safety issue raised by CPC.

Very truly yours,

Enclosures

ce: Members of the Committee on Land Use
Council Member Alan I, Gerson
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